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Important Update on Worship Service
From Pastor TonyaIt is with a heavy heart that I forward this plea from our bishop. We have been very fortunate to avoid any
reported cases of COVID-19 among us - but I’m not willing to continue to roll the dice, when the health and
welfare of the people I love could be at stake. Based on input from the Re-Opening Task Force and this asking
from our Bishop we will be returning to virtual-only gathering on Sundays, effective immediately and to remain
in effect at least through year-end.
To see Bishop Bard’s plea : https://vimeo.com/478763096
Instructions to access YouTube are enclosed in this edition on pages 7-9.

From the Pastor’s Heart – ‘Tis the season to be . . .???
We have entered into the holy season of Advent – a time of joyous expectation as we await the birth of
Christ in our hearts and in our world once again. Well, I don’t know about you, but I’m having trouble
mustering much “holiday cheer” this year.
2020 has been difficult for all of us. We’ve dealt with so many losses. Most of us have lost our sense of
security and confidence when we venture out in public. Others have lost their jobs or livelihoods. We
can no longer safely enjoy physical contact (handshakes and hugs) with neighbors, friends and church
family. Some of you have lost loved ones to death this year. Others are struggling with physical and
mental health issues right now. This pandemic has taken its toll on everyone. And with COVID19
surging to record cases again – things will probably not get any easier very soon.
And we’re just on the other side of one of the most contentious presidential elections in our nation’s
history. At this writing, there is a “President Elect” AND a demand for thorough recounting by the
incumbent. This may be a bumpy ride, my friends. We are in truth, “a house divided.”
So in the face of these trying times, how do we live into the promised hope and anticipation of Christ’s
coming this Advent? I think the first thing, is to name our need. Our world is broken and hurting – and
we need a Savior, now more than ever. In heart and mind, in prayer and song, let us express our
longing for Emmanuel (who is “God with us”): “O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart
and mind. From dust thou brought us forth to life; deliver us from earthly strife.” If ever we needed a
Savior, we need one now!

(Continued on page 2)
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Second, develop new Advent traditions. Here’s a few possibilities:
•

Light a candle during your daily devotional time and pray for Christ’s light to shine through you for
that day.

•

Write a note of encouragement or make a phone call to someone who may be struggling.

•

Read one chapter from Matthew’s gospel per day to get better acquainted with Jesus.

•

Take time at dinner with your children and youth to share your daily “highs and lows” together.
Deacon Greg and our YOUTS are also providing an “Advent Calendar in a Jar” for our families.

•

Decorate your tree with one ornament each day, taking a moment to remember the people and times
it brings to mind. Offer a prayer of thanksgiving for those precious memories of Christmas past.

Whatever works for you – savor the creative possibilities this Advent 2020 season might bring.
Third, worship regularly. Whether you live-stream on Sunday morning, on cable Sunday evening, or on
YouTube anytime, take time to worship with your church family every week. You may also want to
listen to your favorite sacred music or take a walk and offer thanks for God’s good creation. If you’re
grieving or feeling blue and need a safe space to offer your unvarnished self to God without pretense of
“acting merry, “ I hope you’ll view our Blue Christmas service on December 21st (the longest night and
darkest day of the day). We’ll experience a quiet, contemplative time of readings and reflections; we’ll
hear beautiful music; we’ll sit in unity of Spirit even as we are apart. This Advent, I hope you’ll find
meaningful ways to keep your heart tuned to praise and your spirit alive to God through worship.
I trust the same God who has brought us through ALL the seasons of our lives, will carry us through this
strange and wonderful Advent season, as well.
Be blessed – Pastor Tonya

Angel Tree for Children’s Christmas Gifts
First UMC is participating with the Jackson County Health and Human Services Department this
Christmas on the Angel Tree project. The hope is to provide gifts and nurturing support for 50 children, many
of whom are in the foster care system. The office will have Angel tags with a child’s name, age, gender, and gift
suggestions. When you call or email the office to participate, a child will be assigned to you, based partly on
your preferences. Wrapped gifts are to be labeled and returned to the church by Monday, December 7 for delivery to the child. A collection box will be in the Welcome Center.
Please limit your giving to a maximum of three gifts per child with a maximum total value of approximately
$50.00. This will help ensure that children from the same family receive similar numbers and types of gifts. If
you cannot shop for a child, we are also collecting donations toward this project. Checks can be mailed to the
church as identified for the Angel Tree.
If you have any questions, you can contact Deacon Greg in the office, Marian Peplinski with the UMW, or Jean
Ross with our Wellness Team.
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Evening Prayer with Deacon Greg
Deacon Greg will be offering a time for evening prayer and devotions via Facebook
Live on Mondays at 7pm. These will happen on November 30, December 7, and December 14. If you want to participate, contact him at glawton@firstumcjackson.org so
he knows to look for you online.

Youts
Our youth group is open to all teens in 6th to 12th grades. We are meeting virtually in December. Our Zoom
gatherings happen at 7pm on Sundays and are hosted by Terri Reynolds.

United Methodist Women celebrate Christmas!

On Thursday, December 3, during the first week of Advent, the United Methodist Women will meet via
Zoom at 2:00 p.m. to enjoy a special Advent/Christmas program presented by Deacon Greg Lawton.
The program for the day is aptly entitled “For unto us a child is born! The story of Christmas in word
and song.” We will hear the Christmas Scriptures. We will also get to listen to Deacon Greg play his
guitar as he shares Scripture, carols, and prayer with us.
Even though there will be no lunch served because of restrictions, we still need to know you are joining
the meeting so that Zoom instructions can be sent to you. If you are not called, please call the church
office at 787-6460 to let us know you will be part of this special time.

Never Without a Friend Zooms It in December
WITH COVID on the rise, the ladies friendship group, Never Without a Friend, will be doing our December
meeting online, via Zoom. We're meeting 12/17 and you can join the Zoom call anytime after 5:50 and
we'll end at 7pm. Nothing to add to your device just click on the link below. All ladies welcome. Feel
free to bring a friend, your dinner and/or your favorite beverage. Stay Safe, I look forward to connecting with
you on Thursday.
Here's the link to the meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82900773481?pwd=NGVZcUFMQzJ0bEplZVhGNG5uOHUrdz09

For questions, to receive meeting info via email or to arrange an advance practice Zoom meeting contact Can3
dy Poleski (ccpoleski@aol.com or 517-745-6738).

Strategic Planning Team Update
Now that we have claimed a mission statement for the church of being an inclusive, inter-generational faith
community that loves God with our hearts, and hands, and voices, we are called to set a vision and live into a
mission. One of the groups that helps us do that is the Strategic Planning Team. Led by John Hawthorne and
comprised of Rev. Tonya Arnesen, Rev. Greg Lawton, Candy Poleski, Torri Meunier, Jason Craft, Tom Green, and
Jan Hicks, this group meets regularly to chart a course for the future for our faith community. Others are invited
to the meeting to share their expertise in specific areas. It’s a big task.
At its last meeting, the Team adopted a process for their future work. Their goals are to determine the congregation’s strengths and concerns and to develop high-level strategies to become a fruitful congregation. This is
based on Bishop Robert Schnase’s helpful practices of Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional
Faith Development, Risk-taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity. The first of three steps is to
learn together. Over the next few months, we will offer a sermon series and small group book study on the Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations while the team learns more about the current strengths and needs of the
Jackson area. The overall process may take longer than first projected, but since we are planning for the future
vibrancy of our church in a changing world, it is worth the time and effort.

CROP Walk Update
This was the oddest CROP Walk ever. Instead of a city wide walk, churches and
individuals invented a safe, socially distanced method to participate in this
historic walk to end hunger world wide.
Jackson raised $9,382.00 in total giving. FUMC's part of this was $790.00.
Our FFI program, on two Mondays a month, is scheduled to receive $586.38 of the monies which remain in
Jackson.
Many thanks to our walkers wherever they walked. Special thanks to Round Table for their support of the
Youts which netted an additional $150.00.

Housekeeping Position Open
We are looking for a housekeeper! Do you or someone you know have an eye for detail
and the skills to keep a church building clean? We offer 20-30 hours per week of work at
competitive wages in a pleasant environment. See the detailed job description on our
website and email Rev. Tonya at tarnesen@firstumcjackson.org with your interest.
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Find Security in a Gift Annuity
If you are like many wondering about the economic road ahead, consider the security of a charitable gift
annuity. By creating a gift annuity, you not only provide fixed payments for yourself, but may also
benefit from a charitable tax deduction this year.
Benefits of A Gift Annuity•

Receive relatively high fixed payments to you or another annuitant you designate for life

•

Receive a charitable income tax deduction for the charitable gift portion of the annuity

•

Benefit from payments that may be partially tax-free

•

Further the charitable work of our church and of the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan

How a charitable gift annuity worksA charitable gift annuity is a way to make a gift to support our local church and the United Methodist
Foundation of Michigan.
•

You transfer cash or property to the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan.

•

In exchange, the Foundation promises to pay fixed payments to you for life. The payment can be
quite high depending on your age, and a portion of each payment may even be tax-free.

•

You will receive a charitable income tax deduction for the gift portion of the annuity.

•

You also receive satisfaction, knowing that you will be helping further the mission of our local church
and of the United Methodist Foundation.
Helping Faithful People Live Generous Lives
Contact Chad Noble (517-206-9476) or Phil Bickel (517-960-9812)
or
Contact the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan
phone: 1.888.451.1929
info@UMFMichigan.org
3347 Eagle Run Dr. NE Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
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The Season of Advent

Sermon Series: “Home for Christmas”
November 29—First Sunday of Advent
“O God! Come Down Now!”
Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
December 6—Second Sunday of Advent - Holy Communion
“Home is Where We Meet”
Reading: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
December 13—Third Sunday of Advent
“Joy is Our True Home”
Reading: I Thessalonians 5:16-24

December 20—Fourth Sunday of Advent
“Lessons and Carols”
December 27—First Sunday of Christmastide
“The First Days of Christmas”
Deacon Greg Lawton
Reading: Luke 2:22-40
Jackson First UMC,

Thank you to the individual who
sent a thinking of you card.

Praise God for the financial gift you have shared with
Lake Michigan Camp and Retreat Center. We plan to
upgrade some electrical and water this year. Your
gift is a blessing.

Richard Snow

Peace,
UM Camp Board
Jackson Family Camp,
Thank you for supporting new tents and other updates at Lake Michigan
Camp and Retreat Center. Your group is a blessing to the ministry.

Peace UM Camp Board Member, Rev Rachel Dunlap
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Instructions on how to view livestream on YouTube
The best way to watch livestream is to subscribe to our YouTube Channel. You can do this by going to
YouTube.com, entering First United Methodist Church Jackson MI and selecting “subscribe”. This way,
you will get notification when the livestream is happening.
If using a computer: (screen shots may slightly differ on your device)
1. Open up your preferred search engine such as :
Google Chrome

Firefox

Microsoft Edge
2. In your search bar type : YouTube.com

3. In the search bar of the YouTube website type: first umc jackson mi
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4. The below image will open.

5. There are two locations where you will be able to find the livestream.
1: In the grouping titled Worship where there is an icon labeled Sunday Worship OR
2: Click on the Videos tab this opens a new window as seen below. Livestream will be located
here in the upper left corner and the word Live will be in a red box in the lower
right corner of the icon image. You will need to click on the icon to open up the
livestream.
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If using a smartphone, tablet, or Ipad:
1. Open up the YouTube app. If you don’t have it installed, you will need to go to your app store and
download it for free. App image is below

2. Once App is open you will need to search for Jackson First UMC by pressing the spyglass.

3. This will open a new window. Here you will type in First United Methodist Church Jackson MI. In
the example below you can see the church name listed. This is showing that you have searched this
before. When you can see it, you can click on the Church’s name.

4.Next you will see an image similar to the one below. Click on the logo to open our Channel and then
follow the instructions under step 5 for computers.

Step 5 for computers what you will
see on a phone.
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7:00PM Longest Night Service 2:00PM Staff Meeting

10:30AM Worship

Special Location

275 W. Michigan

Zoom

Color Coding Key:

1:30PM Fresh Food Distribution 2:00PM Staff Meeting

10:30AM Worship

29

28

27

6:00PM Yout Group

5:00PM Genesis Rehearsal

5:30PM SPRC Meeting

23

22

21

20

4:00PM Youts Sunday School

6:30PM Journeymen

11:00AM Adult Bible Study

9:00AM Faith Walk
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11:00AM Adult Bible Study

9:00AM Faith Walk

5:30PM Carillon Ringers

11:00AM Adult Bible Study

9:00AM Faith Walk

5:30PM Board of Trustees
Meeting

1:30PM Fresh Food Distribution 2:00PM Staff Meeting

10:30AM Worship
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5:30PM Carillon Ringers

11:00AM Adult Bible Study

9:00AM Faith Walk

4:00PM Youts Sunday School 5:30PM Leadership Council
Meeting
5:00PM Genesis Rehearsal
7:00PM Evening Prayer
6:00PM Yout Group
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15

5:30pm Finance Meeting
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6:00PM Yout Group

5:00PM Genesis Rehearsal

4:00PM Youts Sunday School

2:00PM Staff Meeting

7:00OPM Evening Prayer

10:30AM Worship

4:30PM Belle Canto

5:30PM Carillon Ringers
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2:00PM UMW Meeting

11:00AM Adult Bible Study
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10:00AM School Pack Packing

1:00PM UMW Board Meeting

9:00AM Faith Walk

2:00PM Staff Meeting

Church Office until noon

31

7:00PM Christmas Eve Service

24

4:30PM Belle Canto

17

10:00AM School Pack Packing

Parish Tidings Article Due

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
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12:00PM Food for Thought

10:00AM School Pack Packing

18

12:00PM Food for Thought

11

10

12:00 PM Food for Thought
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Friday

03

Thursday

02

Wednesday

01

Tuesday

07

Monday

06

Sunday

December

Facebook & YouTube
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We are an inclusive, inter-generational faith community that
loves God with our ♫hearts….and hands...and voices♫
Parish Tidings is a monthly publication of First UMC Jackson
275 W Michigan Ave Jackson MI 49201
Editor- Dawn Doerr- email: ddoerr@firstumcjackson.org
Live Streaming Worship Sundays at 10:30am —on YouTube
Office hours - Monday—Thursday 8:00am—3:00pm
(Hours may vary based on staffing)
Phone - (517)787-6460, Fax - (517)787-7319
Email: church@firstumcjackson.org
Webpage: Firstumcjackson.org
FaceBook: First UMC Jackson
YouTube: FirstUMCJackson
Sunday Service broadcast on cable channel 19, 7:30pm Sunday
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