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Give thanks to the
Lord,
for He is good, for
his gracious love is
everlasting.
Psalm 136:1
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From the Pastor's Heart
Rev. Tonya Arnesen
Count your blessings
The family had gathered around the Thanksgiving Table, and little Bobby was asked to say
grace. He closed his eyes, bowed his head and folded his hands together. The he proceeded
his litany of thanks, beginning with the family. He thanked God for his little sister, his
mother and father, his grandma and grandpa, and his aunts and uncles. From there, he
shifted to the contents of the dinner table. He thanked God for the turkey and the mashed
potatoes and gravy, for the cranberry sauce and for the pumpkin pie. And then he stopped...
in mid-sentence. One by one, folks around the table popped open one eye to see what was
going on. Finally, Bobby whispered to his mother, “If I thank God for the broccoli, God will
know I’m lying.”
His dilemma was an honest one. How do we offer thanks to God for the broccoli moments of
life? On Thanksgiving we may count our blessings, name them one by one, and thank God
for everything from mental health to material wealth. But what if we do not have wealth or
health? Does that mean we cannot offer our thanks to God?
Perhaps you’ve heard these statistics before:
If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a
place to sleep, then you are richer than 75% of the rest of the world.
If you have money in the bank, cash in your wallet or purse, and spare change in a dish
someplace – you are among the top 8% of the earth’s wealthiest people.
If you woke up this morning with more health than illness – you are more fortunate than
the million who will not survive this week.
If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the
agony of torture or the pangs of starvation – you are ahead of 500 million people in the
world.
If you can attend a worship service or religious event without fear of harassment, arrest,
torture or death – you are fortunate. Billions of people in the world cannot.
Most of us could easily jot down a long list of things to be thankful for: our cars, homes,
jobs, health, friends, food, families, and clothing. But does that mean that if we lack these
things, we cannot give thanks?
In his letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul gives thanks for things... that are not things at
all: faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, love toward the saints, a spirit of wisdom and revelation
and the immeasurable greatness of God’s power. I would add these blessings to Paul’s list:
love, hope, contentment, joy. None of these blessings can be seen, touched, purchased or
possessed – yet, they are the greatest gifts we receive from God. These gifts – so essential to
life – are eternal.
As you count your blessings this holiday season, I hope you’ll remember to thank God for
the essential, eternal gifts of life that cannot be seen or touched. And offer your praise to the
great Giver of every good thing in this troublous life.
Blessings,

Pastor Tonya Arnesen

State of the church
(first submitted to Church Conference by Rev. Tonya Arnesen on October 16, 2022)
“And are we yet alive, and see each other’s face?
Glory and thanks to Jesus give for his almighty grace!” (Charles Wesley, 1749)
This past December/January, our Strategic Planning Team brought their 3-year plan to you in a
series of Town Hall meetings and Q & A Sessions. We received your input, tweaked our work and
brought the finalized Plan to Leadership Council for adoption in January. We are now in full
“implementation” phase of the Strategic Plan.
The first phase of implementation was to simplify our church structure – to support further change
and growth. The old Leadership Council model (whose primary focus was reporting) elected a
new Leadership Board to replace them. Leadership Board’s primary focus is to fulfill the vision
and mission of our church as we move towards full implementation of our strategic plan.
The Board began our work with a training retreat in February. We’re working with church coach,
Brad Kalajainen, and have read and studied the book, Mission: Possible, to help us move towards
a simpler accountable structure of church governance. We’ve scheduled two Town Hall Meetings
(November 6th & 15th) to inform the congregation “why” and how we’re “living into” this new
structure. Then a Special Church Conference will be held on November 29th at 7:00PM to vote
whether or not to adopt the Simplified Governance Board model.
The long-time “committee structure” has been replaced by Action Teams and Administrative
Teams to carry out our work. These teams are smaller than the former committees, to allow for
greater creativity and flexibility and to free up more people to do meaningful ministry. Many new
people are engaged on these teams – and numerous young adults have stepped into significant
leadership roles. Each new team has studied their part of the Strategic Plan, which serves as a
roadmap for ALL the teams as we journey forward together.
There have been numerous staffing changes in the past year: long-time Facilities Manager, Jim
Oldenburg took permanent disability leave. After an extensive search, we offered the position to
Michael Meunier, who grew up in this church. Roxie Brafford and Judy Licking, our Kitchen
Ministry Directors, both retired in June. For now, they continue to cater funeral luncheons and a
few small group meals, and we’re in conversation with local caterers to prepare meals on
Wednesday evenings. We hope to have that in place soon. Financial Secretary, Teresa Oldenburg,
now works full-time at Spring Arbor University this summer; she continues to do good work for
us – evenings and weekends.
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While we are moving forward towards our vision, we haven’t abandoned our strengths or
traditions:
Vibrant Traditional Worship: we’re intentional about making sure every element of our
worship is well-presented, engaging and spirit-filled, and that the entire Sunday morning
experience is relevant and meaningful.
Loving, Caring Relationships: many of your primary relationships/support system are
within this fellowship. We are intentionally trying to foster an atmosphere of welcome
so that both long-timers and newcomers will feel at home.
Mission and Outreach: as COVID restrictions relax, we’ve stepped up our local mission
activities. Our Back to School Blast drew record numbers this year. We continue to
support people who are “food insecure” in our community. We’re leading a bi-monthly
“Dinner Church” at the Interfaith Shelter. Untold numbers of you volunteer your time
and talents to many other organizations in our community. This summer, our youth took
a 1-week mission trip to Cass Community Social Services in Detroit.
Location and beautiful, historic building: our Facilities Manager, custodial staff and
Building Care Team continue to keep the building and grounds safe, welcoming and
inviting. We continue to look for opportunities to partner with community organizations
in downtown Jackson as we experience a “renaissance” in our city.
Communications: our Communications Director and her Task Force are working hard to
improve all avenues of communication (print, audio/visual, internet, social media), to
help you remain connected with JFUMC, and reach out to new people in our
community.
Financial Stability: despite an economic downturn in our country, you have remained
generous and faithful in giving; our financial position remains stable and strong. As we
move towards a different model of budgeting and stewardship, I trust you will continue
to remain faithful to offering your financial resources to God through your church.
What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts past,
fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last!
Since the COVID mandates and slow re-opening protocol of 2020/2021, our “in-person
worship” attendance has suffered a bit, while our live-stream worship attendance has
increased. Average Sunday morning worship attendance is actually UP by 28 people per
week – that’s worth celebrating. We’ve had many funerals and grieve the loss of 14 saints
who have entered into life eternal this year. While we welcomed 5 new members to JFUMC,
8 members left us due to the brewing schism in our denomination. And an extensive
membership audit (which began in 2019, was interrupted in 2020/21, and completed this
year), identified 69 members who have been “inactive” for more than a decade. These
persons were removed from our rolls at Church Conference, bringing our current full
membership down to 442.
But. . . “are we yet alive?” Absolutely! There is generally a spirit of optimism about our
future – despite our struggles. Let us continue to “keep the main thing... the main thing” and
focus our attention on making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
As we do so, we will continue to move towards our vision to be an “inclusive, intergenerational community of faith, who love God with our hearts... and hands...and voices.”
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River of Life!

When was your last “God Moment?” When was that last time that you felt so
close to God that you could feel His presence. My “God Moments” usually
happen around music (no surprise, eh?). My other times of feeling close to God
happen out in my garden or surrounded by God’s creation.
In 2018, I had the joy of attending a wedding… in France. Quel un reve!! (What a
dream!) The beginning of the trip was spent in Paris. Paris is a beautiful city with
much to do and much to see. It also has an active (and often-times noisy)
nightlife. Luckily the wedding venue was at a chateau in the quiet French
countryside where we stayed for several days. On Memorial Day (in the US) I
pulled away from the other guests to take a walk behind the chateau. I walked a
wooded path along side of a river. The sights and sounds on that walk, in the
heart of France, still moves me to this day. The sound of the river passing over
rocks, the songs of the birds from the many trees that lined the riverbeds, the
sound of the gentle wind passing through the leaves. I know that God had set
them all there for me to experience and to let me know that He was the “still,
small voice.”
There is always so much life that surrounds a river. A river is two ecosystems.
There is much life that happens within the water of the river and even more life
that happens around the water’s edge. We all depend on its refreshing, life-giving
water. Did you know that the human body can live up to 65 days without food but
only 5 days without water? Water is life-giving; we simply can’t exist without it.
God is the source of all life, and many references can be found in the bible that
uses the river as an analogy of God’s love, as the source of all life. In John 4 we
read… “Whoever drinks of the water that I give them will never thirst. Indeed,
the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.”
Your music ministry invites you to join them in worship on Thanksgiving Sunday
(November 20) as we celebrate God’s gift of life with a service focusing on the
“River of Life.” The music of this service will be presented by our Chancel Choir
with music by our Carillon Ringers, brass, organ and two pianos. We hope that,
like the cool water of the river, this service will refresh you and remind you of
God’s many life-giving gifts!

Tim Meunier
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Powerful Prayer
Monday Evening Prayer
We meet for prayer each Monday evening at 7:30pm on Zoom to lift up the prayer requests
shared with the church and the other prayers of our hearts. If you'd like to join this group,
contact Pastor Julie for the Zoom link.
Sharing prayers
Prayer requests can be shared with our prayer team by emailing pray@firstumcjackson.org.
Your requests will be sent to everyone on the prayer team and the Monday Evening Prayer
group will offer them again. If you would like to be on the prayer email list, please contact
Meghan Craft at mcraft@firstumcjackson.org or 787-6460 to get added to the list.
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11/01/2021- Bev Trout
11/10/2021- Inez Walworth
12/14/2021- Carolyn Kuhl
12/27/2021- Pat Jennings
01/08/2022- Diana Hill
01/18/2022- John Parks
02/24/2022- Robert Hardy
03/10/2022- John Surbrook
04/13/2022- Patrice Vermeulen
05/30/2022- Jeanne Kubish
08/08/2022- Marian McConnell
08/11/2022- Betty Baker
09/03/2022- Leslie Williams
09/15/2022- Vera Tuttle
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Who Stole My Church Discussion Groups
If you weren’t able to join one of our
discussion groups for the all-church reading
of “Who Stole My Church” but have been
reading along with the sermon series, you can
still provide feedback to Deacon Greg or
Nancy Macaluso, chair of our GROWTH
(Discipleship) Team. Contact either of them
for a feedback form or email or call them
with your reflections. We hope that spending
time with this book has sparked many great
conversations and ideas for the future.
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Folks ages 18-30 in our congregation and community
have a great resource in our Young Adult group. In
addition to weekly book or bible study, the group also
plans many activities for fun or to benefit the whole
church. For example, they’ll be decorating for
Christmas on Saturday, November 26 and leading us
in making a float for the November 18 Jackson
Christmas Parade. If you want to join in, contact
Torri Meunier or Corey Noble for more information.

Downtown Jackson
Christmas Parade

The Christmas Season is quickly approaching and so is Downtown Jackson's
Annual Christmas parade!
On Friday, November 18, Downtown Jackson is transformed into a Christmas
wonderland with music, lights, floats and activities for all ages!
We will be opening our doors to offer hot chocolate, Christmas cookies &
restrooms to those who are on the strip and our Young Adults are designing and
building a float to represent JFUMC in the parade!
We will need lots of help greeting guests onsite and being with the Young Adults
in the parade.
See Torri Meunier for questions, more information and to get signed up!
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In the coming month, our youth ministry will enjoy several meaningful gatherings.
We will rake leaves, celebrate Thanksgiving through worship and food, go bowling,
and spend time overnight with other youth groups. Our regular meeting time is
530pm on Sunday, but we don’t meet every week, so contact Terri Reynolds or
Deacon Greg to get the schedule.
One way you can get to know these incredible young people is by providing dinner
for our Sunday gatherings. To claim your date, contact Terri Reynolds.

Each week during worship, our children have a chance to learn together and build
friendships in Sunday School. Kids in pre-K to 5th grade can go to our Sunday School
room right after the Sermon on the Steps for a time prepared especially for them. We
continue to look for more adults to guide the children through our curriculum. If you are
interested, please contact Deacon Greg.
Remember, the nursery is open again for parents needing a quieter space. It is unstaffed
but set up well for your needs.
Grace Notes, the Children’s Choir at FUMC I have been singing in choirs all my life
and want to give the children of our congregation the same musical opportunities I had
when I was their age. We gather every Wednesday from 5:00 to 5:30 where we play
musical games, play instruments and sing loud and proud! We take this time to learn a
fun song to sing for our friends and families in service once every month. Please
consider joining us as we sing, play, dance and pray in Grace Notes!

Becky Hirschman; Director of Grace Notes

Email : hirschbecca12@gmail.com
Phone : 517-392-0524

Our next Kids Movie Night will be Friday, November 4 at 6pm in our Friendship Hall.
This has become a great time together with kids and youth from other churches and to
enjoy a movie, pizza and popcorn. Adults welcome, too!
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Never without a Friend

Women's
Groups

United Women in Faith
Be sure to put November 17 at
11:45AM on your calendar! We
are fortunate enough to have
Debbie Varland coming to tell
us about the Varland family's
experiences in Kijabe, Kenya
where they ministered and
served at Rift Valley Academy.
They served there for five years
teaching and nurturing children
from many different countries.
We will gather in the Family
Room for lunch ($10), meeting
and program. If you do not
receive a call, please call the
church office or Caroline
Brown, (517)784-9357 by
Monday, November 14, for a
reservation. All are welcome!

As the holidays creep up on us make sure to set aside
time to share the blessing of friends. And the ladies
friendship group, Never Without a Friend, can help
make that happen! On November 17th we'll meet for
dinner at One North. You can arrive after 5:30 and start
getting caught up with everyone. We'll order dinner at
6:00. One North is located at 2115 Bondsteel Dr, Jackson
and has a fun atmosphere, good staff and great menu. It's
the perfect place to meet old friends and to make new
ones! Their menu includes appetizers, soups, salads,
sandwiches & handhelds, burgers, entrees, pastas, and
desserts. Remember new friends are always welcomed!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by November 15, end of
day - Contact Candy Poleski ( ccpoleski@aol.com or call
517-563-8955) for reservations or more information.

Bake Sale - Bake Sale - Bake Sale
The holiday season is almost upon us. Are
you getting hungry for the tastes of the
season? After decorating your house and
preparing a meal, do you have no time or
energy left over for holiday baking? Or do
you just want to satisfy a sweet tooth? We
can help with these dilemmas!
Stop by the the United Women in Faith Bake
Sale after worship on Sunday, November
20. We'll have cookies galore and lots of
other desserts to tempt you.
All of the yummy treats are donated, so
every penny of the proceeds from this bake
sale goes to the mission projects of the UWF.
Donations are welcomed and appreciated.

Women’s Guild Fellowship
Thursday, November 3, 2022 is the date, noon is the time - don't miss this
interesting program and time of fellowship! November is a time of "thankfulness"
with Veterans Day and Thanksgiving. We thank all veterans and want to share the
story of The Ritchie Boys who played an important role in WWII gathering
tactical intelligence as German Jewish Immigrants to the U.S. Cecily Savick, a 1st
generation descendant of a Ritchie Boy, will share their story and the recently
published book, Sons and Soldiers by Bruce Henderson. ALL are welcome!
Reservations can be made to the church office by Monday, October 31.
Luncheon price: $8
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Missions & Outreach
Wellness Team Efforts
Kids’ Weekend Food Program Starts 7th Year – The After School Pack Program (ASPP)
kicked off its 7th year on September 30th delivering 99 bags of food to 3 Jackson County
elementary schools. The need for these food bags, which help bridge the food gap that some
children experience during the weekend, will continue to grow during the school year. At the end
of our first school year, in 2015-2016, we provided 2,132 bags to students in two schools. Over
the past 6 school years, a total of 24,212 bags of food have been provided… that’s an average of
4,035, nearly double of that first year! If you have an hour or 2 on Friday mornings at 10:00AM
you can be part of the team at JFUMC organizing, packing, and delivering food helping precious
little ones in Jackson. Alternatively, you could donate to this program through the church by
noting ASPP in your check memo, or perhaps you could drop off a box or more of single serve
hot chocolate packages at the Missions table in Friendship Hall. As food prices increase, even at
the food bank, any of these donations are greatly appreciated. Please keep those struggling with
hunger in your prayers. Thank you for your support. 
Hat & Mitten Workshop a Great Start…More to Make – Thank you to the 10 volunteers who
picked up fabric and patterns to make mittens and hats on 10/16. At home the volunteers will cut
& stitch the pieces into winter warmers for the Priceless Gift Shop and the Angel Tree. More
materials & patterns are available if you like to work at home or host your own workshop. If you
like to help, please contact Karen Hackett at 517-740-6364 or Fran Adams at 517-592-5502 or
glfcadams@yahoo.com.
Other Mission and Outreach Efforts
Angel Tree Christmas Project Returns – We will be collecting gifts through the MDHHS
Angel Tree program again this year. Beginning on Sunday, November 6 we will have numbered
envelopes containing a child’s name, age, gender, and gift suggestions for you to shop for. These
will be hanging on a Christmas Tree in Friendship Hall. Wrapped gifts need to be returned to the
church by Monday, December 5. Donors are asked to limit their spending to three gifts and a
total of $60 per child. This will help ensure that children from the same family receive similar
numbers and types of gifts. This would also be a great opportunity for families to teach their
children about generosity. Many thanks to Fran Adams and Janet Lapp for organizing things this
year.
Thank you to our CROP Walkers – THANK YOU to the 31 walkers from JFUMC who
participated in the annual Jackson CROP walk fund raiser to end hunger and poverty in the U.S.
and around the world. Approximately $2,200 was raised by JFUMC. Part of these funds will
support the Wellness team’s ASPP & FFI programs.
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Blessings to you

at Thanksgiving
We hope your holiday is filled
with traditions that uplift you,
prayers that inspire you,
and family and friends
who love and appreciate you.

Wishing you God's blessings,
at Thanksgiving and always
12

Stewardship update
Our church intends to move to a more-simplified leadership structure, a 9-member Leadership
Board. I serve on that board. We decided a few months ago to take a fresh look at how we do
budgeting and allocate the resources our members provide. After careful and prayerful review, we
agreed to make this change:
Previous Method: following the annual campaign, finance committee leaders would total all
expected church giving, then allocate to the various ministries (worship, music, building,
education, etc.) based largely on what they spent the year before.
New Method Going Forward: those who actually do the work- those in charge of worship, music,
building, education, etc.- request in advance the resources they need to accomplish their proposed
plans for the coming year. Leadership Board will then present to church members a compelling
vision of what we can accomplish in advance of a campaign, along with a summary of the
proposed plans and a total of the resources needed.
To give these teams the time they need to compile their resource needs, the Leadership Board
agreed to move the next Stewardship Campaign to the Spring of 2023.
There will be no ask this year, no request to complete a pledge card or estimate your giving for
2023. Instead, we hope that you will prayerfully consider extending at least your current level of
giving for the next several months. In early Spring 2023, we will present the teams’ requests and
ask for your support. We believe this change will allow us to fulfill the church’s mission more
fully and with renewed energy and resources.
More information will be provided in the coming weeks and months. If you have questions in the
meantime, please contact me or any member of the Leadership Board.

Chad Noble,
member of Leadership Board, leader of Generosity Team
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You may have noticed the small box on our Missions
Collection Table in Friendship Hall. This is for collecting
used eyeglasses to be distributed by the Lions Club and the
Vice President of the Cascades Lions Club, Mr. Chuck
Sinclair, recently wrote to express his gratitude. Would you
believe our church has already donated more that 100 pairs
of glasses since we began collecting them?!? He wants us
to know that every pair we donate will be given to
someone, somewhere who needs them to see better and
have a better quality of life. Thank you for your generosity.
Let’s see how long it takes to get to 200!
Thank you to all who have (and will) showered us in love and gifts
of all kinds. Our growing family is so very appreciative of your
love and support and we can't to introduce our baby boy in 2023!
Michael & Torri Meunier

Congratulations on your
newest addition!
Truman Augustus Harris
Born september 9
to Trent Harris &
lindsey Micheel
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We are an inclusive inter-generational faith community
that loves God with our hearts...and hands..and voices!
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