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From the Pastor's Heart
Rev. Tonya Arnesen

A few years ago, my mother sent me home from Georgia with a box of memorabilia she’d
set aside over the years. In it was my birth certificate from Corinth, Mississippi; hair
clippings from age 2, 9, and 12 (I was a natural blonde); schoolwork and report cards
beginning in first grade; programs from every piano recital I played, and news clippings
from plays and musicals I was cast in. What a beautiful gift! Thank you, Mom.
The box also contained a hand-written letter my father wrote as an “agape” (love) letter for
my Walk to Emmaus in 1991. I went into that weekend discerning (and resisting) my call
to ordained ministry. My Father must have known my struggle when he wrote: “In my
mind, the key to ministry is surrender. By surrender I do not mean passivity nor do I mean
dedication – I mean surrender. In dedication you still have your hands on the gift: in
surrender you let go. The gift doesn’t belong to you anymore – it totally and wholly
belongs to God. Just as the canvas surrenders to the painter, the violin to the musician, so
you put yourself at the disposal of God. . . Complete surrender means complete fulfillment
– for God’s will is our way – the way we were created to be and to live. . .”
I DID surrender to God’s call that very weekend! And this month marks the 27th
anniversary of my Ordination. This will also be the first Father’s Day since Dad passed
away last November. I’m keenly aware and deeply grateful for the powerful impact Dad
had on my life and ministry. Through word and deed, he shared his passionate love for
God, his enthusiastic faith in Christ, and his confident trust in the power and guidance of
the Holy Spirit. His living example made my complete surrender to God’s call seem
plausible, natural, and good. Thank you, Dad.
This month, I invite you to reflect deeply on your relationships with loved ones – children,
grandchildren, spouse, family, friends, neighbors, co-workers. Have you shared your faith
with the people you love? In what ways are you intentionally nurturing their spiritual
growth and development? And what gifts, talents, skills, or abilities do you recognize in
the people you love? They may never be called to ministry as a vocation, but ALL who
love Christ, are called and gifted to serve him.
Perhaps now is the time for YOU to write a letter, make a phone call, and tell your faith
story to someone you love. It may have eternal impact!
Be blessed. Be well. Know you are beloved!

Pastor Tonya Arnesen

What in the world is
happening in the
United Methodist
Church?
Good question. Perhaps you’ve read or heard that “something’s afoot” in our denomination.
We appreciate your concern and want you to be informed about developments within the
world Methodist family, and how these things could affect our local United Methodist
congregation. (At this time, there is no vote required of our congregation.)
On Sunday, June 26 after worship (about 11:45 am in Fellowship Hall) Deacon Greg and I
will present a forum to share our understanding of "What's Happening in the UM Church?"
We hope you will join us as we ask questions, share concerns and seek clarification. If you’d
like more information in the meantime, you can check out the statement from our Bishop
and Leadership Team of the Michigan Annual Conference (see link below).
Every local church's top priority should be to fulfill Christ's Great Commandment to "Love
God, Love Our Neighbors" and Christ's Great Commission to "Make Disciples." To
accomplish that, JFUMC’s clergy and lay leadership are intentionally focused on helping
our congregation live into our church's stated vision: to be "An inclusive, inter-generational
community of faith who love God with our heart, and hands and voices." We are investing
our attention and energy on implementing the Strategic Plan, which was adopted (with a
unanimous vote) by Leadership Council in March. Copies of the Final Strat Plan are
available on the church's website or in the office.
Blessings to you,
Pastor Tonya Arnesen and Deacon Greg Lawton

https://michiganumc.org/the-future-of-the umc/?
utm_source=%2AMichigan+Conference+Communication+List&utm_campaign=3a01
1daed0EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_08_01_02_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_ter
m=0_98bd0b5296-3a011daed0-411919864

Strategic Planning Update
To move the approved plan from words into action will require people. People who will
share their time, talents, and resources. People to lead teams & task forces. People to
serve on those teams & task forces. People to volunteer to help complete tasks that may
take only a few hours. People to volunteer for long-term opportunities. People to pray
for our work and those that we will serve.
At this time several teams and task forces are being formed and beginning their work
together. Please prayerfully consider leading or joining one or more of these teams.
Don’t wait to be asked; contact the church and volunteer (517-787-6460 or
church@firstumcjackson.org). Also, you could update your Time & Talents survey
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hp1JGNP84TIvht0Pufp1LW0OfsPeTsPx/view?
usp=sharing in order to share your interests and availability.
The success of our next steps relies on you. JFUMC's vision can only be realized with
your help. Get involved and be a part of sharing the love of Christ, supporting one
another, and serving our community with our hearts, hands, and voices.

Follow us online!
www.firstumcjackson.org
Facebook: First UMC Jackson
Instagram: jackson_firstumc
Youtube: FirstUMCJackson
Join our
Private Facebook Community!
go to
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3171
970766458324 and click 'join'.
We have launched this Facebook group to
strengthen our community and include
everyone, regardless of location.
If you are not on Facebook, you can still see all announcements from our public page on our
website. You do not have to have an account to see these through our website. When on our
website, click the EVENTS tab at the top of the page and then click SOCIAL MEDIA.

Powerful Prayer

Monday Evening Prayer
We meet for prayer each Monday evening at 7:30pm on Zoom to lift up the prayer requests
shared with the church and the other prayers of our hearts. If you'd like to join this group,
contact Deacon Greg for the Zoom link.
Sharing prayers
Prayer requests can be shared with our prayer team by emailing pray@firstumcjackson.org.
Your requests will be sent to everyone on the prayer team and the Monday Evening Prayer
group will offer them again. If you would like to be on the prayer email list, please contact
Meghan Craft at mcraft@firstumcjackson.org or 787-6460 to get added to the list.

Peace with Justice
In a world plagued by war and terror, violence and destruction, people of faith have a clear call
to build and practice peace with justice. The United Methodist Social Principles call us, as
disciples of Christ, to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as reconcilers of conflict.
These principles echo Jesus’ teachings on justice and peace. Through our observance of Peace
with Justice Sunday, we recognize and renew our call for social transformation, for the quest
to open doors of opportunity for all, to distribute resources more equitably, and to provide
better care for those in need. Your Peace with Justice Sunday gifts change lives in places
where the joy of knowing Christ is mixed with the tragedy of violence. Peace with Justice
Sunday will be observed with a special offering on June 12 this year. Please consider
prayerfully and thoughtfully your generous offering on this day. Thank you.
What does the Lord require of you?
To act justly, to love mercy,
And to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8
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Our young adult ministry is growing and becoming a vital
part of our church. They meet each Sunday after worship
for Bible Study, prayer and conversation. They also enjoy
taking hikes through parks, meeting for meals, and
gathering for game nights. This group is open to all persons
who are 18-30ish, with special invitation to all recent high
school graduates to join us. It currently has 10 members
plus Deacon Greg who guides them. If you want to learn
more, see Torri Meunier.

Our next Red Cross Blood Drive is on June 29th, 2022
from noon til 5:45 pm. Interesting fact: if you have had
COVID, the Red Cross uses your blood donation to make
Monocolonal Antiboties for the treatment of COVID.
Another way your donation is vital to our community!
Go to www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an appointment. To
volunteer, contact Fran Adams (glfcadams@yahoo.com
or 517-592-5502)

First Financials

Regular income/Contributions for the month of April was
above budget by $4,000 and the year to date income was
above by $1,155. Expenses for the month were $2,860
below budget. Total Income was less than expenses,
resulting in a Net Income for the month of ($2,706). We
remain in good financial shape and have not taken any
money from trustees this year (budgeted $20,000).

It’s not too late to register for the First UMC Family
Camp, but spaces are going quickly! Our week at Lake
Michigan Camp and Retreat in Pentwater is August 7-13.
Campers can arrive on Saturday, August 6, but all the
planned activities begin on Sunday, August 7. Contact
Deacon Greg or Jo Babcock with any questions. Come
breathe in the goodness of God with us!

Baseball game
August 19

We’re going to the ballpark! Join us on Friday, August 19
in Lansing to watch the Lugnuts battle the Great Lakes
Loons. It’s Family Faith Night which means discounted
tickets, recognition on the Big Board, and other perks. The
game starts at 7:05pm and box seats are just $11 a piece if
you register in advance. Fireworks follow the game, even if
they lose. So, RSVP to Deacon Greg if you want to spend a
great night at the game.

SAVE THE DATE!

SEPTEMBER 9-11

Did you know that this year marks 150 years since our building was built on this site? I
bet you didn't know that this is also the 100th year of the current face of the church and
our bell/chime tower!
This is cause for a big celebration and it will be all weekend long! So mark your
calendars for September 9-11 and stay tuned for a weekend filled with fun, service and
fellowship!

The Lord
is God
and He
has made

His Light
to

shine
upon us.

Psalm 118:27

Women's Groups
Women’s Guild Fellowship

The Women’s Guild Fellowship will be having their
June meeting on Thursday, June 2 at noon. We will
meet at Sharp Park across from the Planetarium for
lunch. Please bring a dish to pass, your own beverage
and a plate and utensils. In case of bad weather we
will meet at church in the family room.
See you for our last meeting until Fall.

United Women in Faith

United Methodist Women, now United Women in Faith, will be
holding their annual picnic on June 16. We will gather at 11:45 a.m.
for our noon potluck. Please bring a passing dish to share for this
event, which will feature Gary Grueneberg entertaining us with his
singing. We hope to host some of our home friends again this year.
Though this is a potluck, reservations are still requested. Please call
the church at 787-6460 or Carolyn Brown if you are not called by
Monday of that week. Everyone is welcome to come to the picnic.
We hope to see you there!

Never without a Friend

Now that the days are longer it's time to venture out farther to some place
different!! The Never Without a Friend ladies friendship group will meet
at Shady's Tap Room for dinner on June 16. You can arrive 5:30 and
start chatting with the ladies and we'll order dinner at 6:00. Shady's is
located at 110 N. Main St in Brooklyn, a lovely little village with fun
shopping opportunities. Shady's menu features appealing appetizers,
super salads, big burgers, scrumptious sandwiches and perfect pizzas. If
you'd like to car pool, meet at north end of the Summit Oaks parking lot
(on Ferguson Rd) by 4:55 and we'll leave at 5:00. Reservations Required
by June 14 (End of Day) and can be made by contacting Candy Poleski
(ccpoleski@aol.com or 517-563-8955). If you want to use the car pool
please let me know when you make your reservation. Come and
reconnect with friends, bring friends and make new ones.

*Yout (juθt or yoot): a First UMC Jackson young
person in grade 6th-12th who gathers with other
similarly aged young people.
A Yout sees God in others and in the world around us.

A few days in Detroit serving with Cass Community Social Services sounds like a great
way to start July. Our youth (completed grades 6-12) and their chaperones will spend
Sunday, July 3 through Thursday, July 7 meeting the needs of the residents of Detroit.
We’ll likely serve food, help in kitchens, garden, work in their Green Industries making
mud mats, coasters or plant hangers, and maybe even help build a tiny home. There’s a lot
of variety each day and each evening will include time to understand Detroit from a local
perspective. We’ll stay right on site in lodging provided by Cass. We are accepting
donations to cover the costs of registration, gasoline, and ice cream. See Deacon Greg for
details on our trip or visit https://casscommunity.org for more information on this great
organization.

Children's & Family Ministries
What’s Summer Arts Camp? Well, it’s a lot like the
Vacation Bible School you may remember, but focused
on God’s word AND being artistically creative. First
UMC is partnering with First Presbyterian and St.
Paul’s Episcopal churches and we’ll meet at St. Paul’s
from June 21-23, Tuesday through Thursday, from
5:30 to 8pm. Each night, we’ll have times for drama,
visual arts and drumming and wrap it up with a
presentation for families on Thursday evening. Kids
and youth ages 3 through high school are invited,
although we expect the littles ones to be potty-trained.
Our theme is “Dress for Success” based on Ephesians
6, so everyone is asked to dress up as their favorite
character on the first day.
Registration is free, but Deacon Greg needs to know if
you are coming, so see him for a registration form.

Summer Church Camp
Summer is nearly here and that means it’s time to register kids for
camp. There are a number of options available at Wesley Woods,
Lake Michigan, and Lake Louise for kids in grades Kindergarten
through 12th grades. Printed brochures are in Deacon Greg’s office
and materials are online at https://umcamping.org/ for camps at
Lake Michigan and Wesley Woods and at
https://lakelouisecommunity.org/ for camps at Lake Louise.
Our Scholarship Funds will cover at least half of the cost of
registration for anyone who registers through our church.

Annual Conference June 1-4
in Traverse City

Pastor Tonya and Deacon Greg will be leading our delegation to Annual Conference on June 1-4
in Traverse City. The clergy meet on Wednesday, June 1 and the laity join them for opening
session on Thursday, June 2. Conference is a time for decision making, reconnecting, spiritual
renewal and receiving new clergy into leadership. Some of the extra events this year include a
concert featuring Carrie Newcomer, a 5K run for Child Hunger Relief and a Golf Scramble for
Campus Ministries. Our lay members to Conference, including church-nominated and district lay
equalization participants include Corey Noble, Bonnie Woodring, Becky Hirschman, Torri
Meunier, and Marc Daly.
We appreciate your prayers as the time for Conference approaches.

Congratulations Class of 2022!
High School:

College:

Max Fitzgerald
Teria Perkins
Ethan Redmond
Jack Reynolds

Bryce Sutter - Graduating from
University of Toledo with a
Bachelor's in Business Management.
Son of Marc Daly..

Wellness Team Update
Wellness Team Awarded
On May 5th, the Wellness Team received the Organizational Health Advocacy
Award from the Center for Family Health in recognition of the team’s efforts to
support children’s health in our community, including the Back to School
program. In 2014 the vision of a Back to School event began with the desire to
provide children with some basic items to help them have a good start to the
school year. The first year we gave away free packages of socks & underwear, a
meal, and a few school supplies. We celebrated the success of serving 88 children
and 40 adults. Over the years fun teachable activities were added, such as
explaining the need for good hygiene by using a black-light to demonstrate the
importance of good hand washing and MSU Extension’s “blender bike” to teach
about exercise and nutrition. The Lions Club did vision screenings and the Center
for Family Health Dental Clinic did screenings and cleanings. Little did we know
when we started the event would outgrow the church and serve 1,000
children/year.
Our hearts and thank yous go to each and every one of you for your support of our
vision. YOU are a part of receiving this award. Thank you all so much for your
time, your talents, and your support – YOU are a blessing to many.
Back to School Blast Needs Volunteers
The Wellness Team is working with the Center for Family Health on the return to
an in-person Back to School Blast & Community Resource Fair. This year’s event
will be on August 4th at the Center for Family Health’s parking lot and will
feature many attractions including games with prizes, food trucks, vision
screenings by Lions Club, dental checkups by Smiles on Wheels, childhood
vaccinations by Center for Family Health and of course backpacks and school
supplies. Everything is FREE thanks to the generosity of sponsors & donors.
An event this big requires many helping hands and this is where volunteers from
JFUMC and the community are needed! There are opportunities during set-up, the
event and tear down with shifts running from noon till 7:30. Some tasks can be
done seated, and others require moving around. More details to come. Contact
Candy Poleski (ccpoleski@aol.com or 517-563-8955) or Fran Adams
(glfcadams@yahoo.com or 517-592-5502) to volunteer or for more information.
Sincerely, The Wellness Team

Many thanks to the Mary Martha Quilters for lovingly finishing our Quilt top that
was originally pieced together by my great, great, great Grandmother around 1900.
We have it hanging on our dining room wall where we are able to admire their
beautiful work!
Thank you, Mary Martha Quilters!
Janet Lapp and Peg Eaton

Our grateful thanks to Torri and Mike Meunier, Becky Hirschman, & Corey Noble,
members of the Young Adults Group, for planting the new Knockout Roses and
Bubblegum Petunias at the Cortland Street entrance to the church. The Young Adult Group
volunteered to help out and provided a valuable service for the glory of the Lord. Our
church community is in good hands for the future. Thanks be to God.
Barry Keatley

Spring Rummage Report and Thanks
We did it! It was nearly a week long effort, and we did it! Out total was $1722.01. Yes, we
count every penny!
Many, many thanks to all the men and women who helped set up and ran the sale, as well as
cleaning it all up afterwards. If you were a shopper, we thank you. If you contributed rummage,
we thank you.
United Methodist Women - United Women in Faith use this money and any contributions or
pledges to support our mission budget.
Be sure to mark October 27th on your Calendar for the fall rummage sale.
Marian Peplinski, Julie Nygaard, June Hinkle, Betsy Meyers
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Looking for your next read?
We've got you covered!

Rhythms of Renewal by Rebekah Lyons
Rhythms of Renewal is your guide to daily rescue and a way forward into the
peace your soul longs for.
As a society, we are in the throes of a collective panic attack. Anxiety and
loneliness are on the rise, with 77% of our population experiencing physical
symptoms of stress on a regular basis. We feel pressure chasing careers,
security, and keeping up. We worry about health, politics, and many other
complexities we can't control. Eventually we find our minds spinning, trying
to cope or manage a low hum of anxiety, unlike ever before.
But it doesn't have to stay this way.
Take charge of your emotional health and inspire your loved ones to do
the same
Overcome anxiety by establishing daily habits that keep you mentally and
physically strong
Find joy through restored relationships in your family and community
Walk in confidence with the unique gifts you have to offer the world
Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler
Eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has a favor to ask her
hairdresser Dorrie Curtis. It's a big one. Isabelle wants Dorrie, a
black single mom in her thirties, to drop everything to drive her
from her home in Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in Cincinnati.
With no clear explanation why. Tomorrow.
Dorrie, fleeing problems of her own and curious whether she
can unlock the secrets of Isabelle's guarded past, scarcely
hesitates before agreeing, not knowing it will be a journey that
changes both their lives.
Overcomer by Chris Fabry
Life changes overnight for coach John Harrison when his high
school basketball team and state championship dreams are crushed
under the weight of unexpected news. When the largest
manufacturing plant shuts down and hundreds of families leave their
town, John questions how he and his family will face an uncertain
future. After reluctantly agreeing to coach cross-country, John and
his wife, Amy, meet an aspiring athlete who's pushing her limits on
a journey toward discovery. Inspired by the words and prayers of a
newfound friend, John becomes the least likely coach helping the
least likely runner attempt the impossible in the biggest race of the
year.
Filled with a powerful mix of faith, a twist of humor, and a ton of
heart, Overcomer will resonate with all ages, races and genders.
Have you read anything that you want to recommend to our readers?
Submit your reviews to vmeunier@firstumcjackson.org

Are we ready?

How can we be an inclusive, inter-generational faith community?
On May 22, 2022, Torri Meunier gave the congregation, through her sermon, six helpful
steps they can take to better support our younger generations as we move to grow younger.
Be encouraging. We see enough negativity in the world. Help us remember how much
good is still around us.
Listen. Listen to us when we share our stories, our pain and our passions. Culture
teaches us that no one cares and we learn to bottle things up. If we are being open with
you, it's because we feel like we can trust you.
Pray. Prayer is a powerful thing and praying for us in these challenging times is much
appreciated.
Ask. Ask us how you can help. Ask us what we are passionate about or how we are
doing in our daily lives. You may be prompting a conversation we didn’t know we
needed.
Acknowledge who we are today. Not who we’ve been. I can’t tell you the amount of
times we’ve heard things like “I remember when you were in diapers”. Comments like
this make us feel unappreciated and discourage us from the good work we are trying to
do.
Trust us. We love this church and congregation just as much as you do. We want to see
it thrive. Trust us to be a part of the decision making and share our faith with others and
the next generations.
There is a significant importance to seek and trust God in every situation, good and bad. There is
also a great deal of importance to seek a healthy community of people who will support you, help
you and point you to God. No one should do life alone. God created Eve for Adam so he wouldn’t
be alone in the garden. We don’t have to do life alone. We weren’t created to. Surround yourself
with people who will lift you up, encourage and help you and be that person for someone else.
Lord, Let us remember, in all stages of our lives, the importance of community, the
importance of leaning on one another for strength in the hard times, and celebration
in the joyous ones. May we remember who is in our corner. May we remember to
Seek You first because you are already at our side every step of the way,
delivering the promises you have for our lives.. AMEN.
To hear Torri's sermon in full visit our YouTube page on Comcast.
YouTube: FirstUMCJackson
Comcast cable channel 19 or 902, 8:00PM Sunday

We are an inclusive inter-generational faith community that loves God
with our hearts...and hands..and voices!
Seek First is a monthly publication of First UMC Jackson.
275 W Michigan Ave Jackson, MI 49201
Producer- Torri Meunier - email: vmeunier@firstumcjackson.org
Editor- Greg Lawton - email: glawton@firstumcjackson.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30AM - in person and livestream on Youtube.
Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00AM-4:00PM
Phone: (517)787-6460, Fax: (517)787-7319
Email: church@firstumcjackson.org
Webpage: Firstumcjackson.org
Facebook: First UMC Jackson
Instagram: jackson_firstumc
Youtube: FirstUMCJackson
Sunday service broadcast on Comcast cable channel 19 or 902, 8:00PM Sunday

