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Now that we are done with decking halls
and wrapping presents,
with shopping and cooking and
dashing through the snow,
may God find you
in the wonder of a New Year,
when we say “With God all things are possible”
and the gifts of Christ Jesus mature
into hope, love, joy, and peace
just as they were promised. Amen.
-Deacon Greg Lawton

THIS MONTH'S
FEATURED
ARTICLES
Staff Highlight
12 Indisputable Truths
Estate Planning
Reflecting on 2021
Outreach Ministries
Strategic Planning Update
Monthly Devotion

From the Pastor's heart
Rev. Tonya Arnesen

The beginning of a new year always merits some reflection. It is not so much a time of
making new resolutions, but rather, space in which to ponder life and review personal
growth. A new year is a good opportunity to look at what guides our thoughts and
decisions each day; to look at the person we already are, and prayerfully consider the
person we want God to help us become.
One of my favorite ways to begin a new year is with Holy Communion and the
“Wesley Covenant Service.” Since 1755, the people called “Methodist” have used this
Covenant Service, retaining much of the flow and language John Wesley used with
the first Methodists. In this service we will reflect upon God’s promises to us – and
renew our promises to God. I can think of no more fitting way to begin our new year
together on January 2, 2022 during worship.
While promises are often hard to keep, in this New Year, I want to be a person who
makes and keeps her promises. And I am encouraged by these words from Lewis
Smedes:
Yes, somewhere people still make and keep promises. They choose not to quit when
the going gets rough because they promised once to see it through. They stick to lost
causes. They hold on to a love grown cold. They stay with people who have become
pains in the neck. They still dare to make promises and care enough to keep the
promises they make. I want to say to you that if you have a ship you will not desert, if
you have people you will not forsake, if you have causes you will not abandon, then
you are like God.
What a marvelous thing a promise is! When a person makes a promise, she reaches
out into an unpredictable future and makes one thing predictable: she will be there
even when being there costs her more than she wants to pay. When a person makes a
promise, he stretches himself out into circumstances that no one can control and
controls at least one thing: he will be there no matter what the circumstances turn out
to be. With one simple word of promise, a person creates an island of certainty in a
sea of uncertainty.
When a person makes a promise, she stakes a claim on her personal freedom and
power. When you make a promise, you take a hand in creating your own future.
From Lewis Smedes, "The Power of Promises," A Chorus of Witnesses
No matter what is happening in your life next year, I pray you will be one who
makes and keeps their promises – so that together, we can have a hand in creating
the kind of future God is calling us to share together. Let us ALL renew our promise
to “Seek First” the Kingdom of God . . .
Be blessed. Be well. You are beloved!
Pastor Tonya Arnesen

Highlighting the Staff of FUMC
Meghan Craft; Executive Assistant

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not yet seen.” Hebrews 11:1
My husband, Jason (who is the Lay Leader), and I have attended First
United Methodist Church (FUMC) since 2010, and we became members
in 2017. While we attended before we had children, we are probably
best known as the parents of the two energetic little boys with glasses!
Our son Landon is 9 years old, and Elliott is 6 years old. While
parenting has it challenges, it has certainly been a blessing to raise our
children! We feel privileged by all the strong connections we have made
while members of FUMC and are honored by all of you who treat
Landon and Elliott like part of your own family.
My role at the church is Executive Assistant. In this position, I oversee
the master church calendar and the Zoom account schedule. If you need
to schedule an event at the church, I’m the person to see! I also manage
the church database, maintain the official church records, track
attendance for Sunday worship and provide administrative support for
the church committees. My office hours are Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday from 9am-3pm and Wednesday from 9am-2pm. On Sunday
mornings, I also serve as one of the children’s Sunday School teachers.
I feel very blessed to have the opportunity to be a staff member at First
United Methodist Church. I look forward to working along side our
wonderful congregation and community to continue to grow our church
into the future!
Blessings,
Meghan Craft

12 Indisputable Truths to
remember this year
You are Loved

God deeply loves you. He
chose you before you chose
Him. You are His cherished
child.
JOHN

3:16

You are Special

You are God's very own
creation from His
imagination. He made only
one of you and delights in
your uniqueness.
MATTHEW

MATTHEW

5:14

God is always near. Whatever
you are going through today,
He is there. His presence is
constant and caring.
14:16

You are Equipped
and Able

God gives you everything
you need to accomplish His
purposes. You lack
nothing.
EPHESIANS

6:16

You are Guided

God is with you and
showing you the way. You
have His spirit in you,
directing you and guiding
you.
ISAIAH

You are Forgiven

God gave His very life for
you. You are free from
your past and equipped for
the future.
LUKE

1:50

6:28-29

You are not alone

JOHN

You are Important

God has placed you at this
time for this very moment
to have a great and
profound impact.

You have a Purpose
God has prepared an
exciting path ahead of you
to accomplish His plans.
PSALM

104:19

You are Known

God understands and
enjoys every little detail
about you. He delights in
you as you are.
PSALM

147:4

30:21

You are Held

God knows your needs and
is reaching toward you to
meet them. He is providing
you with all you need to
get through this.
PSALM

63:8

You are Blessed

Every good thing in your
life comes from Him.

DEUTERONOMY

8:7-8

You have a reason
for Hope

God is a miracle worker.
He always has something
better ahead of you and is
working on your behalf.
He is planning your
tomorrow in this life and
in eternity.
GENESIS

9:16

Human Relations Sunday
We are all family. Sunday, January 16, 2022 is observed in the United Methodist
Church as Human Relations Day. With a special offering celebrating Human
Relations Day, we join with United Methodists around the world, remembering that
the size of the table of divine love is unlimited.
One of the wonderful aspects of The United Methodist Church is that we can do so
much more together than we ever could do on our own. On Human Relations Day,
we join other UMC congregations in a special offering to support neighborhood
ministries through Community Developers, community advocacy through United
Methodist Voluntary Services and work with at-risk youth through the Youth
Offender Rehabilitation Programs.
In recognizing Human Relations Day, we are called to make an impact in
communities where people struggle because they don’t have the tools or resources
to reach their God-given potential. Our gifts are part of building beloved
community through faith-based volunteer programs, community developers and
programs that work with at-risk teens.
Human Relations Sunday will be observed this year on Sunday, January 16, 2022.
Please prayerfully consider your response to Human Relations Sunday offering.
You may write a check and include “Human Relations Sunday” on the memo line.
Then drop it in the offering plate provided on Sunday morning or you may bring it
or mail it to the church office. Thank you for your love for all God’s people!

Estate Planning
Points to consider:
If you have no will or trust, state laws will determine who will inherit your
property at your death. None of your estate will go to your Church or any charity.
YOU, not the probate court, should decide how your estate will be distributed.
You might want to consider naming the Church as one of the beneficiaries in your
will or living trust. The gift can be a set dollar amount or a percentage of your
estate. Giving to the Church through your will or trust are common and generous
ways to continue your support to the Church you love even after your lifetime.
Life insurance is another way to make a generous gift to your Church. You might
want to consider naming the Church as a beneficiary of any current insurance
policy.
A gift annuity is another excellent way to make a financial contribution to your
Church. You will receive relatively high interest payments on the amount of your
gift for the rest of your life plus a charitable income tax deduction for the gift
portion of the annuity.
These are just a few of the ways you can continue to support your Church even
after you are gone. Please contact us or the United Methodist Foundation for more
information.
Helping Faithful People Live Generous Lives,
Contact Chad Noble (517-206-9476) or Phil Bickel (517-960-9812)
or
Contact the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan
phone: 1.888.451.1929
UMFMichigan.org
3347 Eagle Run Dr. NE Suite B
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

First Youts
Youth Group!
*Yout (juθt or yoot): a First UMC Jackson young
person in grade 6th-12th who gathers with other
similarly aged young people.
A Yout sees God in others and in the world around us.

Our youth ministry continues to grow deeper in our connections and identity as a group. We’ll be
trying some new things this year including taking time for a retreat together and perhaps with
other youth groups. We are also building a youth council consisting of youth, parents, and other
adults from our church. We hope this will add guidance and direction for the youth ministry and
increase awareness for our gatherings and activities.
Interested persons will be contacted by Deacon Greg or Terri Reynolds.

Young Adults
A group of 18-30 year-old disciples have been meeting since April for encouragement,
support, and connection. In addition to acts of service and times of fellowship, these young
adults have recently started meeting with Deacon Greg for Bible Study. We meet at the home
of Corey Noble at 12:30pm on Sunday, and have begun a chapter-by-chapter exploration of
the Gospel of Matthew. Anyone in this age range interested in joining us in this study or the
other activities we do socially is welcome. Please contact Deacon Greg for more details.

Reflecting on 2021 with Praise
And let the peace of Christ, to which you were also called in one body, rule
your hearts. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell richly among you,
in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another through psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.
Colossians 3:15-16 CSB
As we take a moment to look back on this season, and as we ready ourselves for
the new year, let's take a collective deep breath.
Deep breathe in. Deep breathe out.
For every pain and every grace you experienced, God has been near.
Each tear has been recorded, all the waiting has not been wasted, and God has not
left you or abandoned you. So, let the peace of Christ be a balm over your hearts,
and let's repeat these truths from Psalm 145 NIV as we close the chapter of 2021:
The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.
The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills
the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and save them. The Lord
watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.
Let us hold onto these truths as we step in to 2022.
Hallelujah and amen.

Devotion from Everyday Faith Magazine: Winter 2021 Edition.

Wellness Team Update
The Wellness Team has so much to be thankful for. Our wonderful, dedicated volunteers and our
congregation are at the top of the list. Without your commitment to helping our neighbors, we could
not reach our community and show God’s love and grace.
As we approach the New Year, we are reminded of the generosity and support of our church family.
You have responded to our every need and request and we thank you.
In 2021 FUMC has:
Served 2,176 families at the Fresh Food Distribution
Served 2,976 children with supplemental food bags
Provided $1,000.00 worth of personal care items during COVID, to our clients at the Fresh Food
Distributions- April through June 2021
Provided 1,000 children with backpacks for the 2021-22 school year
Provided 424 hats,400 pairs of mittens and 135 scarves to children through the Priceless Gift
Store, the Angel Tree Project and Youth Haven
Made numerous Comfort Blankets, for friends and neighbors who need to feel God’s love;
Provided Christmas gifts for 50 Foster children, through the Angel Tree program, with the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
Helped serve at the Battle Creek Food Bank Distribution, in Oct and Nov of 2021
Held 2 blood drives that in total helped save 198 lives with life saving blood donations.
We have received donations we want to acknowledge and donors we want to thank:
Brad Flory’s Lunch Bunch-$5,000.00 + in April for Fresh Food Distribution
PS Food Mart – Folk Oil Company - $2,500 to the After School Pack Program in May, then
approximately 100 cases of Pop Tarts this fall. If you see any of the following at the respective
PS Food Marts: Tracey at West Ave & High Street, or Sara at Cooper & I-94; or Cindy on
Longfellow Avenue – say thank you! They are very loyal supporters of our After School Pack
Programs.
South Michigan Food Bank grant for $3,500.00 for Fresh Food Distribution -2021
United Way of Jackson- $1,000.00 grant for personal hygiene items
CROP Walk - $842.00 donated to the Fresh Food Distribution in November
Chelsea First United Methodist Church- $350 in December
FUMC’s Community Food Ministry alone, costs approximately $24,500.00/year.
We are very, very appreciative of all your support time and talents.
We wish every one a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year.
Thank you,
The Wellness Team

Outreach Ministries
We stepped out in faith in December to accept an invitation to lead Dinner Church at
the Interfaith Shelter on Wednesday, December 1, 2021. Groups are recruited to
serve a meal, eat with residents, lead worship with songs and preaching, and provide
childcare. Based on this first experience, we’ve committed to doing this once every
other month. Our next opportunity will be Wednesday, February 2, 2022.
If you would like to volunteer or have questions about it, please contact Deacon Greg.

Time and Talent Survey

We have an abundance of opportunities for service and support here at the church, and
that comes with many needs for volunteers. But sometimes it is hard to promote
everything that is going on. So, we are producing a Time and Talent Survey to help you
respond with your interests. If you have ever wished you could get involved in
something happening at church, or if you are looking for a new way to meet people and
help out, please watch for our Time and Talent Survey to be shared in January.

Women's Groups
Women’s Guild Fellowship
Have you ever wondered how and when the Women's Guild Fellowship began? Many
of our members have wondered the same thing. We'll be looking at the book "Church
On Main Street", written by Juanita Riedel. If you have additional information on the
history of our group, please bring it with you. Join us at noon on January 6, 2022 for
lunch and discussion regarding the Guild history at FUMC Jackson. Reservations are
required and the cost is $10. Guests are always welcome.

Friends Go to a Favorite for Dinner!
In January the Never Without a Friend ladies fellowship group will welcome 2022
with dinner at another favorite restaurant, Mancino's! Mancino's is located at 3017
Wildwood Ave and is the perfect combination of yummy food, good staff and relaxed
atmosphere. They have a large selection of appetizers, salads, grinders, calzones, and
pasta dishes. Come & learn about coming events and enjoy the evening with the Never
Without a Friend ladies friendship group on Thursday, January 20, 6pm!
All ladies are welcome....Feel free to bring a friend. Come as a newbie and leave as a
friend with many new friends!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED - Contact Candy Poleski ( ccpoleski@aol.com or
517-563-8955) for reservations or more information.

Strategic Planning Update
"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord. Plans to prosper you and not to harm you.
Plans to give you hope and a future."
Jeremiah 29:11
Come hear the plans for
Jackson First to utilize the
5 Practices of Fruitful Congregations
To become an
Inclusive, Inter-generational
Faith Community that
Loves God with our hearts, hands, and voices

SAVE THE DATE!
In-Person Sessions

Zoom Sessions

Date for both sessions is:
Sunday, January 23, 2022

Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2022
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2022
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022
Location: Zoom
Time: 6:30 pm

1st Session
Location: Fellowship Hall at Jackson First
Time: Immediately following
worship service (11:30 am)
2nd Session
Location: Vista Grand Villa
Time: 3 pm

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88431467713?
pwd=elNFVlFRNUJrdkpJWVR3aWtwUzdVQT09
Meeting ID: 884 3146 7713
Passcode: 513079

Lent Devotional

Deacon Greg will be collecting articles written by our congregants to compile a
Lenten Devotional. Each of the 40 days of Lent will have a reflection based on
Scripture written by one of our church participants. The format will include a
Scripture verse, your reflections, and a short prayer, much like how the Upper Room
is presented. Each week will have a different theme as we move toward Easter.
If you would like to contribute to this publication, please contact Deacon Greg.

First Financials
The church continues to maintain a solid financial position through November
30. We are at $507,614 in income well ahead of our budget. Expenses are
$479,260 for the same period of time. This leaves us with a balance/surplus of
$28,354
at 11/30. We are just completing the budget process for 2022 and thank
everyone for their 2022 pledges, which are critical to help us complete this very
important process.
Respectfully, Jeff Karmol Finance Chair

Monthly Newsletter
Distribution Changes
We will no longer be mailing out our monthly newsletter.
This is the last issue you will receive by mail unless you have resubscribed to
the mailing list.
To resubscribe to our monthly newsletter mailing list, please call the church
office to verify your mailing address.
If you do not resubscribe, the newsletter can be found on our website and in
your email inbox. Please verify your email address with the church office.
To update your email address or resubscribe to a mailed copy, you must
contact us by December 29.

Do you remember playing the game of hide-and-seek? One person was deemed
'it' while the others hid in their best spots. As the game went on, the others
would join in on the hunt once they were found. The holdout would be left
trying to suppress their laughter lest they be caught next. When the final
"gotcha" was given, squeals of joy would reverberate through the house. You
could feel the happiness in the air as the hours ticked away.
Guess what? The Lord is ready to reignite that feeling of happiness inside you
as you play a little game of Shine and Seek with Him. Psalm 105:3-4 lays out
the rules of this game:
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Rule Number 1: On your mark, get set, SHINE!
As people who love God, we don't hide from Him, but rather allow His light
and joy to infuse us to the point of rejoicing, no matter what, meaning that we
find our satisfaction and our contentment in Him alone.
Rule Number 2: You're "it"! He wants you to seek Him with your whole heart...
never giving up. Seek His strength for whatever you're going through in this
moment. Seek His wisdom to make wise decisions. Seek the light of His face
and allow it to illuminate your whole life.
That's how you win this game of life, when you shine and seek!
Lord, we earnestly seek your light.
Today, knowing that as you are found, we are able to shine.
Amen.
Devotion from Made to Shine by April Rodgers

Thank you to all who helped decorate the church for the season.
This building is filled with Christmas cheer. We look forward to the
possibilities this opens up for the future.
We hope you'll join us again January 9, 2022, after worship, to take
the decorations down and clean up for the new year.
- The Young Adults
Deepest thanks to everyone who took a tag from the Angel Tree and bought
gifts for a child in need of a merry Christmas. The Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services came by on Wednesday, December 8 to pick up
all our presents for delivery to homes before Christmas. We were able to
bless 50 children this year.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Christmas Parade a HUGE SUCCESS… Thanks to YOU!!!
Thank you to the 47 volunteers who helped as we prepared and greeted ~350+ people
from throughout Jackson into Wesley Hall on November 19 during Jackson’s 30th
Christmas Parade. It was a wonderful celebration and great opportunity to meet families,
share our facility and make some new friends. Volunteers from 6 to 89 years completed
many tasks which include cleaning & decorating, greeting folks & sharing smiles,
preparing & sharing hot beverages, cookies, and candy canes which had a note about our
church services. It was an opportunity to be a blessing and be blessed. Keep watching for
more opportunities for FUMC to participate in community events in 2022.
In October, our church took to the sidewalks to raise money and awareness for
local and worldwide hunger by participating in the CROP Walk. Instead of a
community-wide effort this year, each church was invited to organize their own
teams and times for walking. We had two groups on October 10. One group
walked right after worship on a route that took us by the Interfaith Shelter and
new Habitat for Humanity houses and the other group walked during youth
group time at Ella Sharp Park. Overall we had 21 walkers and raised $2302.50.
The total raised by all Jackson churches and participants this year was
$13,726.55. Because CROP returns one-quarter of funds raised for local
purposes, two of the ministries we support will benefit from these efforts. Our
Fresh Food Initiative will receive $842 and the Personal Care Ministry will also
receive $842. Thank you, everyone, who contributed or walked.

We are an inclusive inter-generational faith community that loves God
with our hearts...and hands..and voices!
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