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From the Pastor's heart
Rev. Tonya Arnesen

Christians are Easter people.
As members of the body of Christ, we recognize the Easter Event – the resurrection –
stands at the very center of our faith and life:
Christmas is important, but we are not Christmas people.
Pentecost may have given birth to the church, but we’re not Pentecost people.
The resurrection defines the church. We are Easter people!
Without the resurrection, the historical Jesus would likely have faded into obscurity; his
claims to be “Son of God” dismissed as the ranting of a crazy man. Most certainly, he
would not be loved, remembered and worshiped more than 2000 years after His death. As
the Apostle Paul writes, “If Christ was not raised, your faith has nothing in it and you are
still in your old state of sin.”
But Christ IS risen! He is the source and center of our faith. Our encounters with the Risen
Christ can bring new meaning and purpose to our lives. He comforts us in our
disappointment, grief and worry. He encourages us when we experience boredom or
frustration. He mourns with us in our empty or broken relationships. He gives us hope when
we despair; he challenges us when we are complacent; he celebrates our triumphs. He is
ALIVE!
As we move through Holy Week towards Easter, let us celebrate our new life in Christ
every day of the year – for we are Easter people!
I look forward to celebrating the resurrection with you.
In Christ’s joyful service,

Pastor Tonya Arnesen

Supporting Ukraine
Every human crisis requires two things from faithful people: prayer and a practical response. As
we hold the people of Ukraine in our prayers, we also invite you to donate, as you are able, to the
special United Methodist Committee on Relief fund for International Disaster Response and
Recovery. Checks can be written to the church and note “UMCOR – Ukraine” on the memo line
or you can also donate online by going to https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
There will likely be many ways to support those living in Ukraine, those starting new lives in
other countries, and the peaceful efforts of Russians, but this is a good and trusted place to start.
God of mercy, by whose grace
all who suffer are known by Christ,
we pray for those in danger today,
for all who know oppression, injustice, or fear,
whose land is invaded,
or whose home is unsafe.
Be with them and shelter them in your love;
give them courage and hope;
enfold them in your grace.
Touch their wounds; heal their trauma.
May the strength of the earth be theirs,
the freedom of the sky, the peace of the trees.
We bear in our hearts all who are afraid.
May they bear our love in theirs, for we are one.
In the unity of your Holy Spirit
you hold us together as one humanity,
one world, one body, one hope.
May your Peace change the hearts
of those who misuse power.
May the Peace of Christ
be with us all.
Amen.
(Steve Garnaas-Holmes in his Unfolding Light blog, edited for content)

Worship Opportunities
during

HolyWeek

Palm Sunday – April 10 – 10:30 am in Sanctuary (Onsite and online)
Our Music Ministry will present “What Lies Beyond the Gates?” A service of choirs, bells,
brass, readings, prayers and reflections on these questions: Did those who followed Jesus to the
gates of Jerusalem have any idea what was in store for them once they passed through those
gates, past the excited shouts of those who greeted them? How long would the shouts of
“Hosanna” last?
April 14 - Maundy Thursday –– 5:45 pm in Fellowship Hall (Onsite)
Come experience a family-friendly, inter-generational, interactive dinner worship designed for
all ages. Participate in the sights, sounds and stories from Jesus’ last supper with his friends and
disciples. Enjoy a simple Middle Eastern style dinner with your church family. Witness a
ceremonial foot-washing (and participate, if you wish). We’ll even have a special Easter Egg
Hunt for the children. Cost for dinner prepared by our Kitchen Ministry is $7 per adult, $5 per
children age 5-12. Call the Church Office to make your reservations (required) by Monday,
April 10th.
April 15 – Good Friday “Journey to the Cross with Jesus” – Sanctuary open 11:00 am –
1:00 pm (Onsite)
Our beautiful sanctuary will be set up with numerous stations, each depicting a moment leading
up to Jesus’ crucifixion. We’ll provide a worship folder with a different reading, prayer and
activity to guide your contemplation at each station. Come when you can and stay as long as you
want. Bring a friend to share the journey with you. A clergy staff person will available for prayer
and conversation, if you wish. Take this time to reflect on the Good Friday story and encounter
Jesus and his amazing love.
April 17 – Easter Sunday – Celebration of the Resurrection at 10:30 am (Onsite and
online)
Experience the glorious news of Easter – The Lord is Risen! We’ll sound the trumpets, ring the
bells and join the mighty chorus in proclaiming, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today – Alleluia!”
Rev. Arnesen’s sermon will remind us we can all encounter the Risen Christ personally – he
calls each of us by name.

Rummage & Book Sale
THURSDAY,

APRIL

28,

2022

The UMW needs your help. Please bring clean, usable donations beginning April 18 to the
Parlor.
Volunteers are needed! Men & Women. Call 750-1486 to volunteer.
Tuesday Morning, April 26 - Setting up tables and clothing racks
Wednesday, April 27 - Sorting & displaying goods & pricing items
Thursday, April 28 - volunteers help shoppers, work as cashiers and tidy up displays.
Donations are the blessing for a successful sale!
We depend on your donations of clean, usable items, preferably brought in boxes. Clothing,
housewares, shoes, bedding & linens, sewing notions, jewelry, DVDs, toys, books, games,
and puzzles. All are acceptable.
Here are suggestions for items we cannot accept.
Furniture: Call Habitat for Humanity, Resale Depot or St. Vincent DePaul.
Luggage: Donate to Family & Children's Services for foster children.
Electronics: Call Recycle Jackson. A fee is charged.
Our customers love reasonable prices and the quality of items. This is a mission event that
serves our community. Your donations of goods and time give us many return customers and
compliments on our sale.
Proceeds go to United Methodist Women's Mission Giving.
Thank you!
UMW Committee - Marian Peplinski, Betsy Meyers, Julie Nygaard, June Hinkle.

2020 Revisited!

Tim Meunier; Director of Music Ministry
So, let’s go back…. It was the year 2020. Only two years ago but what an eventful two
years it has been. For those of us in your Music Ministry, we were putting the final
touches on our Palm Sunday and Easter music that was just a few weeks away. The choirs
had been rehearsing all of the music for Holy Week since the end of January. Our music
prep was at a crescendo and we were excited for Holy Week. And then…. came Friday,
March 13. That’s right… Friday the 13th!! Everything stopped as the world shut down due
to the Coronavirus that was sweeping the US… the world. Originally, we had thought that
it would be a couple of weeks without rehearsals and that we would be back in worship on
Easter Sunday. Little did we know…
Now here it is March, 2022 and we’re excited that, after two years, the choirs, ringers with
piano, organ, brass will get to present the beautiful music that was prepared two years ago
for Holy Week. We joke among ourselves saying that it took us two years to learn the
music!!
On Palm Sunday, April 10, the choirs will present “What Lies Beyond the Gates?” Did
those who followed Jesus to the gates of Jerusalem have any idea what was in store for
them once they passed through those gates, passed the excited shouts of those who greeted
them? How long would the shouts of “Hosanna” last?
We hope that you will begin your Holy Week journey with us on Palm Sunday as we
prepare for our Easter celebration on Sunday, April 17. This resurrection celebration
wouldn’t be complete without the sounds of bells, brass, organ, piano, and choirs.
Easter is a time of renewal, a time of rebirth and after the past two years I’m happy for the
opportunity to begin anew!

“The darkness of night has turned to radiant light… Alleluia!
With hearts and voices raise a glorious hymn of praise… Alleluia!

Somebody say food?

Did you know that our Kitchen Staff prepares a delicious dinner every Wednesday?
That's right! Every Wednesday at 5:15PM, a meal, consisting of a meat dish, pasta or
potatoes, vegetable, tossed salad, rolls, dessert and beverages is cooked for us. There are
always hotdogs and chips for the kids in the group. This is all available for the low price
of $7 per adult, $4 per child. For those families with 4 or more immediate family
members, the maximum you'll pay is $20. You don't have to be a member of the choir,
or the church, or make a reservation to enjoy this wonderful meal and fellowship
experience. AND you don't have to cook or wash dishes. Leave that to us in the kitchen.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

First Financials

Regular income (pledged and non-pledged giving) is
ahead of budget by $4,300 through the first two months
of 2022. Expenses for the same two months are below
budget by $10,330; which puts us in a good financial
position. We are thankful for your generosity and loyal
support of this church.

Native American Ministries Sunday
Native American Ministries Sunday serves to remind United Methodists of the gifts and
contributions made by Native Americans to our society and in our communities. With more
than 20,000 Native Americans within the denomination, this Special Sunday helps to
ensure that Native American United Methodist leaders are recognized and to celebrate their
special voice in The United Methodist Church.
Donations received on Native American Ministries Sunday support vital ministries and
churches in Native American communities. Half of the donations collected remain within
Michigan to provide hope to children and youth, hope for a brighter future in impoverished
communities and a voice to those who have felt voiceless for years.
Native American Ministries Sunday is scheduled for May 1 this year. You may write a
check to FUMC noting “Native American Ministries” in the memo line and include it in the
envelope with your regular offering. Please consider prayerfully your gift to this ministry of
the United Methodist Church.

When He said "it is finished "
He was talking about YOU.
When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said,
"It is finished." Then bowing his head, he gave up his spirit.

John 19:30

The gravity in that moment... Imagining the Son of God with his battered and broken body nailed to a cross, stirs
up a sense of both sadness and shame. When I've heard or read this part of the story, I've always focused on the
physical events that took place and not on those three simple words He spoke at the end: "It Is Finished."
Not only is Jesus stating the obvious, that His earthly life was over, He was declaring that our sins were forgiven
once and for all, made possible by His sacrifice.
My head has always known this, but have I taken it to my heart?
As I reflect on these words, I am surprised at how hard it is for me to fully accept this truth, as if my mistakes are
too great for His forgiveness.

Every wrong, every mistake is forgiven by His death on the cross.
It's fascinating how we can spend years knowing something without fully accepting it. I had believed that Jesus
died for our sins and accepting Him meant we were forgiven. But isn't it often easier to think that applies to
everyone else?
I realized that the shame of my own mistakes had clouded my understanding. I had believed the lies in my head:
I've made too many mistakes. How could He really forgive me for them?
I've since started covering these lies with His truth- that NO sin is too great for His mercy, not even mine- and it
brought me immediate peace and joy.
As you reflect on the events of Holy Week, as you consider Jesus' last words, as you ponder that weighty moment,
speak these words aloud: When He said "It is finished," He was talking about me.
Say it until you can accept this truth. Destroy the lies that have taken root in your life. Journal, meditate, pray.
How does it feel to know that every mistake-past, present, or future- is covered and set free?
When Jesus said "It is Finished," He was talking about me. He was talking about you.

Torri Meunier

Registration forms are ready! Sign up
for your spot today! Our week at
Lake Michigan Camp and Retreat in
Pentwater is August 7-13. Campers
can arrive on Saturday, the 6th, but all
the planned activities begin on
Sunday the 7th. There are several
lodging options to meet your family’s
needs.

Spiritual
Formation Retreat
Time and space have been set aside on
Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7
for a spiritual retreat at St. Francis
Retreat Center in DeWitt. This overnight
retreat will include time for group and
personal reflections, practicing ancient
spiritual disciplines, great food, and
peaceful surroundings. If you are
interested in attending, please contact
Deacon Greg.

Baseball
game
August 19

Let’s go see the Lansing Lugnuts
on Friday, August 19. Seats are
just $11 and there will be pre-paid
food options this year. If we have
a group of 20, we’ll see our
church name on the Big Board!
Watch for details to reserve your
seats in the coming months.

Annual Conference June 1-4 in Traverse City

Pastor Tonya and Deacon Greg will be leading our delegation to Annual Conference on
June 1-4 in Traverse City. The clergy meet on Wednesday, June 1 and the laity join them
for opening session on Thursday, June 2. Conference is a time for decision making,
reconnecting, spiritual renewal and receiving new clergy into leadership. Some of the
extra events this year include a concert featuring Carrie Newcomer, a 5K run for Child
Hunger Relief and a Golf Scramble for Campus Ministries. Our lay members to
Conference, including church-nominated and district lay equalization participants include
Corey Noble, Bonnie Woodring, Becky Hirschman, Torri Meunier, and Marc Daly.
We appreciate your prayers as the time for Conference approaches.

We have launched our
Private Facebook Community!
We have launched this Facebook group to
strengthen our community and include
everyone, regardless of location.
With this group's settings set to private, member information, prayer requests, photos and
files are all protected and can be seen only by the eyes of members who are a part of this
online group.
We will encourage prayer, share daily devotions, celebrate and encourage each other and
deepen our relationship with Christ and each other.
This allows us to keep our public church page a place for community wide events, public
announcements and marketing.
To join this private group, go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/3171970766458324
and click 'join'.
If you are not on Facebook, you can still see all announcements from our public page on our
website. You do not have to have an account to see these through our website. When on our
website, click the EVENTS tab at the top of the page and then click SOCIAL MEDIA.

Follow us online!
www.firstumcjackson.org
Facebook: First UMC Jackson
Instagram: firstumcjackson
Youtube: FirstUMCJackson

Women's Groups
Women’s Guild Fellowship
Calling All Crafters! It's time to decorate the bags for distribution as "May Day"
approaches. We need your help with preparing for this annual mission project for
our "shut in" members. Bring your stickers, permanent markers, ribbon, scissors,
small silk flowers, buttons and lots of creativity to the Women's Guild Fellowship
on April 7th at 12pm. We'll meet in the Family Room at noon for our luncheon,
devotions and then begin to decorate. Cost for the meal is $10. If you're not
contacted by someone for your reservation, please call Jean Snider at
517-740-0009 with your intention to join us. This is a fun activity and one that is
truly appreciated by those who aren't able to be with us on a regular basis.

United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women is inviting you and friends to the April 21st luncheon and
program. We gather at 11:45 for conversation and announcements and lunch at
noon. After a delicious lunch, we have Devotions followed by our Program.
Many years ago this Unit of UMW began helping to support two missions in
Zimbabwe. One is UTC (United Theological College), a small school dedicated to
educating men and women to become Pastors in villages in Zimbabwe. The other
project is the Ministry of Rev. Moyo which began helping the people in a starving
village made up of older and very young people. The AIDS epidemic killed the
middle generation, or parents and supporters of the very young. Over the years these
children have attended school, and are getting jobs or attending post high school
technical school. Girls, especially, need post high school education to get self
sustaining employment, and this Unit of UMW has been one of the many groups
helping to support this project. George Boone is the contact between UTC and Rev.
Moyo, and will be our speaker for this April Program. George has many stories to
tell about life in the village, the latest project for the village to be more self
sustaining and the struggles involved. Put Thursday, April 21st on your calendar to
attend. We meet at 11:30. Lunch is $10.00. We do need reservations for the
kitchen. If you are not on a calling list, please let our head caller, Caroline Brown
(784-9357) know. Men and women are welcome. We hope to see you in April.

Never without a Friend
Friends Have Dinner at Jackson's Newest Restaurant! On April 21, at 6:00pm come
join the fun as the Never Without a Friend women’s friendship group has dinner at
Acapulco Mexican Grill, located at 6100 Clinton Road, in Rives Junction. You can
arrive anytime after 5:30 and start getting caught up. We'll order dinner at 6:00. You’ll
find a fun atmosphere, good staff and a delicious menu, featuring appetizers, salads, a
variety of authenticate Mexican entrees and desserts. Remember new friends are
always welcomed! RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by April 19, end of day - Contact
Candy Poleski ( ccpoleski@aol.com or call 517-563-8955) for reservations or more
information. *** Call Candy if you’re interested in a carpool. ***

Your Spring is coming.
Like many springs in Michigan, it starts with the melting of the brown snow and slush
before the beauty of spring can blossom. Of course, like snow, setbacks are always in the
forecast.
I, like most young adults, had a plan. College, degree, career, love, family. Simple right?
I had no idea that it would be so hard, or look NOTHING like I thought and prayed. Like
the season of Spring, I expected sunshine and tulips with some rainy days in the mix.
I never finished college and struggled to find full time work for a while so I lived off of
credit cards and tiny paychecks. I struggled with my self-worth which left me in an
unhealthy relationship. I grew blind to God's signs of hope and love so I didn't seem them
and felt alone. Fast forward and these struggles are no longer an issue, so where is the
sunshine?
This season of life is all about planting the seeds. This is the season where marriage,
financial decisions, home and car buying, and family start to happen. Here, we work so
hard and sometimes awful hours in hopes to pay off debts and stock up the savings
account. We fight against the expectations we have in order to accept what is. We
struggle to love another person when that love doesn't match our ideal image of it. These
things become even harder when you throw in the fact that social media tells us how our
lives should look and we get sucked into the hole of comparison. And just when we think
our seeds are tucked safely into the dirt for growth, we are hit with something unexpected
that sets us back.
We can have dark, gloomy times in ANY season of our lives. That's just life. We can
expect that life won't go the way we thought, and that we will have trials, struggles and
heartache that just don't seem possible to recover from. BUT God keeps His promises and
will make His path known to you. God cares for us and knows all things, so we must
simply remember to trust in Him and His promise for our lives.
Your spring is coming.
Like many springs in Michigan, it starts with the melting of the brown snow and slush
before the beauty of spring can blossom. Of course, like snow, setbacks are always in the
forecast. But we have faith that God will keep us blooming.

Torri Meunier

Children's & Family Ministries
*Yout (juθt or yoot): a First UMC Jackson young
person in grade 6th-12th who gathers with other
similarly aged young people.
A Yout sees God in others and in the world around us.

Our youth are enjoying a good year together making friends, serving our community,
and deepening their faith in Christ. Everyone in grades 6-12 are welcome at our 6pm
Sunday meetings. There is dinner, an activity, and games nearly every week. If you
would like to feed the group, sign up on the bulletin board near Deacon Greg’s office
or contact Terri Reynolds.
This summer, the youth and their leaders are going on a mission trip from Sunday,
July 3 until Friday, July 8. We are still deciding the destination but have secured a
couple of potential service locations. Prayers for our preparations are greatly
appreciated. We’ll be needing adult drivers and helpers, so if you are interested,
please contact Terri or Robby Reynolds.

Darling Scholarship Announcement
If you have a family member who is graduating from high school this spring and a
member of our congregation, encourage them to apply for the Darling Memorial
Scholarship. This scholarship, honoring Clara L. Darling, A. Wayne, Darling, A. Jane
Darling, and Lucille M. Darling, is given to someone who exudes the same spirit of
volunteerism as Lucille Darling.
Applications are available from Deacon Greg in the church office. All materials are due
by April 15 and the scholarship will be awarded on Graduation Sunday, May 22, 2022.

Graduation Sunday May 22
If you have a student graduating from high school this year, we
want to congratulate them on Sunday, May 22! Please send their
name, a photo, and a short write up about their upcoming plans.
We’ll be honoring college grads that day, too, so if you are finishing
a degree, let us know. Please send all materials to Deacon Greg at
glawton@firstumcjackson.org.

Summer Church Camp
It’s time to think about inviting our children and youth to spend a
week at church camp. There are a number of options available at
Wesley Woods, Lake Michigan, and Lake Louise for kids in grades
Kindergarten through 12th grades. Printed brochures are in Deacon
Greg’s office and materials are online at https://umcamping.org/
for camps at Lake Michigan and Wesley Woods and at
https://lakelouisecommunity.org/ for camps at Lake Louise.
Our Scholarship Funds will cover at least half of the cost of
registration for anyone who registers through our church.

Kids Movie Night
Kids in grades K-12 and their parents or grandparents are invited to church on Friday,
April 8 for a movie, pizza and popcorn. We’ll join with kids from St. Paul’s Episcopalian
and First Presbyterian Churches at 6pm that evening.

Wellness Team Update
The Wellness Team of First United Methodist Church is hosting American Red
Cross Blood Drives on May 2nd and June 29th. Both start at noon, and the last
appointment is at 5:45 p.m. It is recommended to have an appointment, as with
supply and staffing shortages, they come with what they need for the number of
people scheduled. Please consider being a blood donor helping to save lives.
Go to www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to
make an appointment.
Every 2 seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. When a patient receives
blood, it was given in advance by a generous donor. Despite the constant need
for the past 4 years, new and returning Red Cross Blood donors have declined by
about 80,000 each year.
Go to “Be A Hero Donor Guide” at www.redcross.org

a thank you from an impacted soul
Dear Wellness Team,
Thank you for the food and smiling faces. People don't always get how we feel.
It's not easy asking for help. Especially when you get older. But you sure do make it easy.
People say they care about veterans. It is nice to think they meant it but you don't see it often.
People also don't understand that Jackson is not the easiest place to live. Mail has been stolen
right off my porch. Not when you come because you call me and wait for me if I am at a
doctors appointment or errand. People don't understand. Some of us can't wait in line and
carry a big box home. Sometimes when I get food handouts it is just beans and rice but I
always get meals from your church. I always have my meat and I can't thank you enough for
that because if feels like a real dinner. I'd pay you back if I could. I hope you know there
were lots of long days before I found you all and thanks isn't enough. Long days when I
knew walking to the shelter was my only option for food. Which is also a blessing but it is
hard to walk there and it's not the safest area. So you all are a blessing from God that treats
everybody with dignity. God Bless You.

Remembering Holy Week

April 10-17, 2022

Jesus' triumphal entry in Jerusalem
Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11,
Luke 9:28-44, John 12:12-19

Jesus teaches parables about the
kingdom and judgment
Matthew 21:28-46, Mark 12:1-12,
Luke 20:9-21, 38

Jesus and his disciples prepare for
Passover
Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16,
Luke 22:7-13
Jesus washes the disciples' feet
John 13:2-17

Palm
Sunday

Monday

Jesus cleanses the temple
Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:15-19,
Luke 19:45-46

Tuesday
Wednesday

The plot to kill Jesus is formed
Matthew 26:1-5, Mark 14:1-2,
Luke 22:1-2
Judas agrees to betray Jesus
Matthew 26:14-16, Mark 14:10-11,
Luke 22:3-6

Maundy
Thursday
Good
Friday

Jesus institutes the Last Supper
Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25,
Luke 22:15-20

Jesus curses the fig tree
Mark 11:12-25

Jesus prays in Gethsemane
Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42,
Luke 22:39-46, John 18:1
Jesus is betrayed and arrested
Matthew 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-52,
Luke 22:47-53, John 18:2-12
Jesus is brought before Annas
John 18:13-14

Jesus lies dead in the tomb

Jesus rises from the tomb
Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-13,
Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-29

Holy
Saturday

Easter
Sunday

Jesus is brought before Caiaphas
and the council
Matthew 26:57-68, Mark 14:53-65,
Luke 22:66-71, John 18:24
Jesus is brought before Pilate
Matthew 27:2, Mark 15:1-14, Luke
23:1-7, John 18:28-19:16
Jesus is brought before Herod
Luke 23:8-12
Jesus is crucified
Matthew 27:32-50, Mark 15:21-37,
Luke 23:26-49, John 19:16-30
Jesus is buried
Matthew 27:57-61, Mark 15:42-47,
Luke 23:50-55, John 19:31-42

We are an inclusive inter-generational faith community that loves God
with our hearts...and hands..and voices!
Seek First is a monthly publication of First UMC Jackson.
275 W Michigan Ave Jackson, MI 49201
Producer- Torri Meunier - email: vmeunier@firstumcjackson.org
Editor- Greg Lawton - email: glawton@firstumcjackson.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30AM - in person and livestream on Youtube.
Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00AM-4:00PM; Friday 9:00AM-12:00PM
Phone: (517)787-6460, Fax: (517)787-7319
Email: church@firstumcjackson.org
Webpage: Firstumcjackson.org
Facebook: First UMC Jackson
Instagram: firstumcjackson.
Youtube: FirstUMCJackson
Sunday service broadcast on Comcast cable channel 19 or 902, 8:00PM Sunday

